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1931-1956 by. David Brandenberger ... Stalin and his entourage rehabilitated famous names from the
Russian national past in a propaganda campaign designed to mobilize Soviet society for the coming war.
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Grekov's National Bolshevik school of historiography, a frequent target under Lenin, was officially recognised
and even promoted under Stalin, albeit after accepting the main tenets of Stalinism. Indeed, it has been
argued that National Bolshevism was the main impetus for the revival of patriotism as an official part of state
ideology in the 1930s.
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Many scholars of Stalinism cite the cult as integral to Stalin's power or as evidence of Stalin's megalomania.
[70] However, after Stalin's death in 1953 his successor Nikita Khrushchev repudiated his policies,
condemned Stalin's cult of personality in his Secret Speech to the Twentieth Party Congress in 1956 and
instituted de-Stalinisation and relative liberalisation (within the same political framework).
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